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Summer In Er ie! 
Pastor Mike Watson 
 
It’s no secret that people in Erie relish the summer months with their sunny days and warm weather.  
There’s nothing quite like the first nice day of the season as neighbors gather outdoors after being held 
captive inside for so long.  The summer sounds of laughing children, barking dogs, and lawn mowers 
growling, fill the air. Summer is freeing and filled with hope. 
 
Summer is also a unique time for building new friendships and strengthening old ones.  At Grace, we en-
courage our faith community to enjoy their families and take time to build lasting memories with the peo-
ple they love.  We also ask them to invest in the Kingdom of God by sharing Christ with others, knowing 
that one of the grandest opportunities may actually be waiting in the yard around the family barbeque.  
Open your lives to others this summer! 
 
This newsletter highlights one of our primary values.  REACHING OTHERS!  We value and embrace 
Christ’s command to tell others about the God who loves them.  The following pages will cover some of 
the many ways we as a church will be impacting our community over the summer 
months.  You will read about the birth of a new ministry that has the potential to 
make a significant contribution to this community.  There’s something for you and 
members of your Small Group to join in and there will be plenty of opportunity 
for fun! 
 
Summer will be here and gone before you know it!  Let’s make the best use of 
our time this summer season to grow in Christ, spread His amazing news 
and go deeper than ever with the people we love. 
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Cory Koos 
When my wife, Diane, and I were married back in 
June of 1978 we mailed out written invitations to 
the people we wanted to attend our wedding cere-
mony and reception.  Diane compiled a list of 
names that included our mutual friends, her per-
sonal friends and family members, and my per-
sonal friends and family members. I remember 
that the list kept growing until we had to make a 
decision, for financial reasons, to reach a cut off 
number.  If my memory serves me well, I believe 
we decided to limit our guest list to 200 people. 
 

Diane and I have also been on the receiving end of invitations to weddings.  We felt special to re-
ceive these invitations.  Many of you know the joy of feeling special when you receive a personal in-
vitation to a wedding or some other significant event.  Many of you also know the joy that comes 
when you invite someone to church and they decide to take you up on your offer and show up. 
 
Our Lord Jesus continually invited people to have a personal re-
lationship with Him.  He invited the weary to come to Him and 
find rest for their souls.  When He was invited to weddings He 
showed up and graced the event with His joyful presence. 
 
My father has always been a wonderful example to me in the 
way He loves Jesus and he is continually inviting people to find 
Jesus as their own personal Lord and Savior.  He is always 
mindful about who needs a personal invitation to visit our church.  
He's concerned about the ones who have been forgotten and 
overlooked and he enjoys seeing them find their special place in 
the family of God.  
 
Recently I've had the pleasure of inviting some dear friends, who I haven't seen for many years, to 
visit our Saturday night service at Grace.  It's wonderful to personally introduce these friends to my 
other friends and family at Grace, including Pastor Mike.  It's great to discover what makes each per-
son tick and then to link them to others who share the same interests.  It's also great to be aware of 
special events at the church that are tailor made for the people whom you desire to invite. 
 
Making an effort to put some serious thought into intentionally inviting people to our church is some-
thing that will please the Lord.  Let me encourage you to ask Him if there are people in your life that 
need to be invited to have a personal relationship with Him.  I also encourage you to ask Him if there 
are people in your life who could use a personal invitation to come and visit Grace.  I believe some 
good things will happen as a result of a simple yet powerful personal invitation.  

Pow er

Mak ing an ef for t  t o  
put  som e ser ious 

t hought  in t o   
in t ent iona l l y  inv i t ing 
people  t o  our  c hurc h 

is  som et h ing t hat  
w i l l  p lease t he Lord.   



Infertility is such a personal and emotional issue.  A surprising 5% to 10% of all couples 
have difficulty conceiving a child.  Many couples consider using medical technologies as a 
way to potentially overcome infertility, but there remains a significant population that con-
tinues to struggle with the issue – and frequently, that struggle is in silence. 

 

Friends and family with good intentions would ask us about when we planned to start a 
family.  Masking the pain, we would politely respond “Not yet.”  Our private struggle intensi-
fied as we watched our friends “graduate” from being couples to being families.  Five long 
years passed before we told friends and family of our struggle, and we only told them then 
because Lisa was going to have surgery related to the infertility.  However, telling a few 
close friends and our family was the best thing that we could have done.  One of the 
friends with whom we shared our struggle became an awesome prayer warrior for us and 
was very instrumental in the adoption of our son.  Another friend was there to cry with us 
and to just give a hug when one was needed. 

 

As we were struggling with infertility so many things were running thru our minds: we wondered why God gave us the de-
sire to have children but didn't let us conceive.  We wondered how little or how much God would want us to use medical 
technology to conceive a child.  After two years of oral fertility drugs, one surgery, four cycles of hormone injections, and 
one miscarriage we felt that God wanted us to build a family through adoption.  While on this journey we had faith that God 
has a plan for our lives and He is in control.  God's timing is perfect even though we didn't always understand His plan for 
us. 

 

Our marriage was strengthened as we struggled through this very personal issue together.  And ultimately, God led us to 
add to our family twice through adoption.  This has given us numerous opportunities to minister to our children's birth fami-
lies as well as to other infertile couples and adoptive families. 

the birth of a brand new ministry 
 

 
Adoption was not even on our radar screen when Al and I married.  But after nearly 
seven years and no children we adopted our oldest son, Jason, who is now twenty-
eight.  He was only four weeks old when he came to us and was the first to steal our 
hearts.  Seventeen months later we had our son, Jared, who is now twenty-six.  He 
was our only pregnancy.  Four years later we adopted our daughter, Rachel, who is 
now twenty-two.  Three years after that we adopted our son, Ben, who is now nineteen. 
 
Jason came to us through an adoption agency, Jared came to us biologically, Rachel 
and Ben both through private adoptions.  All are from the Lord.  How God chose to 
bless us with children was His call.  We knew they were on loan from Him, and we 
were grateful for the opportunity to be parents and to make a difference.   
 
Our children are all very different; they are all loved.  And over the last twenty-eight 
years we have had our share of blessings and challenges with them.  One of the unex-

pected blessings happened this last year when our son Jason heard from his biological family for the first time.  We have 
met many of them since and they are wonderful people.  Rachel and Ben hope to meet their biological families someday 
as well.   
 
Adoption is not for everyone.  But for those who desperately want children it can be a real answer to prayer.  And when a 
child's life has been spared because adoption is an option, it becomes a win/win situation for everyone.    

by Marie Detter 

Adoption: Not Our First Choice, but Not Second-Best  

by Jim & Lisa  Ward  

Infer tility: Our Silent Struggle 



 
Has adop tion, infertility, or abortion ever touc hed  your life or the life of someone c lose to 

you?   
Do you have a  desire to reac h out to peop le impac ted  by these issues?   

 
A new ministry is beginning a t Grac e.  Many in our c ommunity need  an opportunity to come together to find  
information, ta lk to others who a re experienc ing simila r issues, and  find peac e and  hea ling.  Our intention is to 
invite God  to insp ire and  find  people of our c hurch family to c rea te suc h an opportunity.  Please p ray and  ask 
God where He might be lead ing you to partic ipa te in this ministry.  For one of our team members, being part 
of this ministry opens some p lac es of pa in in her life, but she is willing  to see where God is taking her.  Where 
might God  be taking you?  Let's make the journey together. 
 
“ For I know the p lans I have for you,”  dec la res the Lord ,  
“ p lans to p rosper you and  not to ha rm you, p lans to g ive you hope and  a  future.”   

          -Jeremiah 29:11   Ministry c ontac ts: 
Lisa  Ward, jim.lisa @adelphia.net, (814) 836-9273 

Have you ever c a rried  a  sec ret a round?  If you have, you know it c an bec ome very 
heavy.  So heavy tha t it’ s a lmost impossib le to wa lk the wa lk God  has intended  for 
you.  I onc e had  a  sec ret.  A sec ret tha t I thought would  p lague and  haunt me for the 
rest of my life.  Bec ause of my sec ret, I found  myself working  extra , extra  hard  to ga in 
everyone’ s approva l o f me – even God ’s.  You see, I was despera te for someone to 
help  me find  peac e, to  say I was a  worthwhile person. 
 
It wasn’ t long; p robab ly not even a  week, a fter sta rting  a  new job  as d irec tor of a  lo-
c a l Christian adoption agenc y tha t God  lead  me to share my sec ret with a  new c o-
worker.  In la te February of 1989, I had  been da te raped , bec ame pregnant and  
c hose to have an abortion.  This ac t had  left me infertile.  As I shared  my sec ret with 
her, she took me to a  p lac e, through her God-g iven g ift of c ounseling ; a  p lac e so aw-
ful but yet a  p lac e where I found  c omplete hea ling . 

 
 We had  severa l ta lks about my life’ s journey.  I just c ouldn’ t get past the fac t tha t I had  killed  my c hild .  I 
flinc hed  a t even the mere mention of the word  “ abortion” .   During  one of our ta lks she asked  me, to go 
bac k in my mind  to the abortion c linic .  I never wanted  to go bac k there.  However, God ’ s Sp irit a llowed  me 
to transport bac k, and  I was ab le to c lea rly p ic ture it in my mind .  She then asked  me what it was like.  I to ld  
her how c old  sterile and  lonely it was a t the abortion c linic .  I felt so a lone, left in the room a fter tha t horrib le 
p roc edure, a ll a lone.  She then asked  me to  p ic ture JESUS stand ing  in the doorway of the room.  As I sa t 
transported  to tha t p lac e, suddenly there He was, but I c ouldn’ t b ring  myself to look a t him.  My friend  sa id  to 
me “ He’ s wa lking  over to you; now He’s right there beside you.  Look in his fac e.”   Very slowly, I managed  to  
b ring  myself to look a t Him stand ing  there.  She asked , “ What does his fac e look like?”   I so wanted  to tell her 
how angry He looked , tha t He was ashamed  of me.  But when I looked  up  into His fac e, there were tears 
streaming  down His c heeks.  She asked  me, “ Why is He Crying .”   Aga in I wanted  to rep ly, “ Bec ause He’s an-
gry with me.”   But out of my mouth c ame the words, “ He’ s c rying , He’ s c rying  for me. My Lord  and  Savior is 
c rying  for me.”   I had  found  hea ling  tha t day.  The kind  of hea ling  tha t c omes from God  himself.  But my jour-
ney was fa r from over.  I still despera tely longed  to be a  mother.   
 
It’ s so unc anny how God  works in our lives.  Here I longed  for hea ling  and  peac e.  God  p lac ed  me smac k 
dab in the midd le of an adoption agenc y, a  Christian adoption agenc y where He knew I would  find  God ly 
c ounsel.  Then He a llowed  me for four wonderful years to assist Him as I p lac ed  bab ies in Christian homes.  He 
let me do tha t.  And  if tha t wasn’ t enough, He d idn’ t forget the long ing  in my heart to be a  mom.   
 
As I shared  earlier, I have gone through muc h of my life with the id ea  tha t to have anything  good  I had  to 
deserve it.  Growing  up with this whole “ earning  it menta lity”  has rea lly been a  strugg le for me to overc ome.  
At times you get it and  sometimes God  needs to thump us over the head .  Aga in and  Aga in and  Aga in.  Af-
ter a  few misc arriages, and  the whole infertility thing , my whole thought p roc ess b rought me to a  p lac e tha t I 
to ld  myself tha t even though I despera tely wanted  a  baby, I just d id  not deserve to have one.  Rea lly, how 
selfish c ould  I be?  Well, God  had  something  to say; in His still, sma ll voic e He sa id  to me, “ Sherry, you don’ t 

by Sherry 
DelleCurti 

Journey of  

Grace 



MOMs Ministry 
REACHes Out The Moving In Moving On (MIMO) ministry for women 

who have moved  to Erie in the rec ent past (loosely 
transla ted  as "anytime in the past year or two or three") 
is suc c eed ing in reaching out to our c ommunity this 
sp ring.  There a re 6 women who a re a ttend ing, and  yet 
another woman sa id  she is going to be add ing in this 
week.  As long as the group  is meeting, it is never too 
la te to be added  in.  One lady in this session's group  is 
a  pastor's wife in a  c hurc h in Harbor Creek.  She moved 
to Erie from Texas, and this is her husband 's first Head 
Pastor position.   She says she apprec ia tes our ministry 
bec ause she feels free to express her emotions from 
the move to us which a llows her to be stronger for her  
new congrega tion. 
 
Another woman moved  to Erie from Ohio. She is not 
only find ing support in her move, but is a lso find ing the 
strength she needs when dea ling with the family mem-
bers she left behind .  She sa id  the group  is rea lly help -
ing her a  lot, and  she is lea rning a  lot from it.  I wish I 
c ould  tell you something about a ll the wonderful 
women, but I think you c an g lean a  little about the im-
pac t we a re having from the two I mentioned  above.  
We have 3 weeks left, and  then a  pot-luc k d inner to 
get the women and  their families together to meet 
eac h other.  Our next session will be in the fa ll.  Remem-

MOVING IN MOVING ON 
is simply women helping women with the transitional issues of 
moving to a new city.  From things as simple as finding good 
restaurants and qualified pediatricians to more serious topics 
about the difficulties of changing old friendships and gaining 
new ones. 
      
Weekly meetings deal with relevant topics like: 

x� The emotions of moving 
x� The challenge of change 
x� Disconnecting and reconnecting 
x� Developing friendships 
x� Places to go and things to do 

 
For further information:  info@grace-erie.org 

by Kelly Newport 

As one of its servic e p rojec ts for the yea r, 
MOMs Ministry donated  Christmas g ifts to 
the Mother-to-Mother g roup.  Mother-to-
Mother is a  p rogram sponsored  by Family 
Servic es, whic h pa irs an interested  mother 
with a  mentor mother; the two meet peri-
od ic a lly for enc ouragement and support. 
 
2004 was the sec ond  yea r tha t the MOMs 
group dona ted  g ifts to the Mother-to-
Mother moms.  The g ift bags c onta ined 
suc h things as g ift certific a tes to Wa l-Mart, 
books, b lankets, Christmas knic k-knac ks, 
c and les, p ic ture frames, shower gels or jew-
elry.  This yea r we a lso inc luded  a  Christmas 
trac t inviting  them into a  persona l rela tion-
ship  with Jesus and a  MOMs brochure invit-
ing  them to a ttend  our g roup.  
 
Paula  Hayes, the d irec tor of the Mother-to-
Mother p rogram wrote, ªThe women were 
thrilled  to rec eive the g ifts.  Most of these 
women have very low paying jobs and they 
ba rely have enough for Christmas g ifts for 
their child ren so they a re a lways tic kled  to 
rec eive a  g ift for themselves.º  
 
Although we d id  not get to meet the 
women who rec eived  the g ifts or get to see 
them open them, we hope and  pray tha t 
our dona tion will pave the way for them to 
rec eive the g rea test g ift of a ll, which is 
knowing  Jesus as their Lord  and  Savior. 
 
One Mother-to-Mother mom modeled  in 
our January fashion show a t Ta lbots.  Her 
mentor mother c ame to cheer her on.  We 
hope tha t others involved  in the Mother-to-

ABOUT MOVING IN MOVING ON  
by Sharon Miner 



Laughter is Good Medic ine  
We are ta lking with representa tives of Out-
reac h Comedy of San Diego, the worlds 
lead ing representa tives of Christian based 
enterta inment, to host a  first c lass c omedy 
event here a t Grac e this summer!  Christian 
c omedians who a re represented  by OC 
are of the highest c a liber in both skill as 
c omic s and  representa tives of the Gospel.  
They have consistent appearances on 
shows like Letterman, Leno, Comedy Cen-
tra l, Late Night with Conan OºBrien and 
A&E. Comedy is pa rt of the fab ric  of Ameri-
c an culture.  It' s easily one of the most d is-
a rming venues in which to have a  c hurch-
hosted  event.  We will be announc ing the 

There may be many people a round  you 
who understand the pa in your separa -
tion and  d ivorc e has c aused  you and 
your family. ªWhen the c risis hit my life, I 
was not p repared  for a ll the fea r, guilt, 
and  insec urity it b rought me. The most 
important rela tionship  in my life had 
fa iled  and  nothing I c ould  do would  
c hange it. Then I heard  about Divorc e 
Care; a  series of support groups and 
seminars conduc ted  by people who un-
derstood  wha t I was experienc ing. Most 
importantly, they told  me I would  lea rn 
how to dea l with the pa in of the past 
and  look forward  to rebuild ing my life,º  
says Darla  Zuc helli, c oord inator of Di-
vorc e Care here a t Grac e.  
 

Divorc e Care is non-denomina tiona l and  fea tures b ib lic a l teac hing for rec overing from d ivorce and  separa tion. 
Divorc e Care is a  thirteen-week p rogram tha t happens here a t Grac e Bap tist Church twice eac h year and  will 
now inc lude monthly soc ia l ga therings between each series.  
 
Our first annua l series has just finished , but our monthly event will take p lac e Friday, May 27th a t 6:30pm. It will 
be an evening of fellowship  a t the home of Nancy Pietras. Anyone who is interested  in jo ining us is welcome. 
Our next series will beg in in Sep tember. Registra tion is $30.00 (sc hola rships a re ava ilab le, as we do not want any-
one to miss this opportunity due to financ ia l ha rdships). This new series will feature a  new, upda ted  version of 
ªDivorc eCare.º  Alumni a re a lways welcome free of c harge, however, a  new book will now be ava ilab le the 
goes with the new ed ition. The book, if a lumni c hoose to purchase it,  will cost $12.00. 
 
ªThrough the Bib le study, video, and  support group , God  began to peel away my layers of emotions, and  re-
p laced  my fea r with fa ith in Jesus Christ, so that my rela tionship  with Him is now the most important rela tionship  
of my life. If you a re experienc ing this same pa in and  fea r, join us a t Divorc e Care. You will be g lad  you d id .º  
 

Divorce..someone you 
know is hurting! 
 

DivorceCare is a special weekly semi-
nar and support group just for people 
who are separated or divorced.  If you 
or someone you know is going through 
a divorce, look into DivorceCare.  It 
might just be the best thing you could 
do to help. 

 

To learn more: info@grace-erie.org 

 
Two summers ago, Grace Church part-
nered with McDonalds & Country Fair 
Stores to provide a very unique service 
to the community.  Car Wash For Erie’s 

Needy was an outstanding success as 
members of our Reach Team and various 

Small Group members joined forces to wash 
cars to raise money for our fall Thanksgiving Din-
ner outreach.  ªThe car washes afforded us two 
very important opportunitiesº said Pastor Mike 
ªPeople were very willing to have their cars 
cleaned knowing the proceeds went to a great 

local cause.  Many patrons paid far more than what we were asking 
and a number of people actually washed their own cars with us in a 
show of support.  The car wash venue also allowed us to share with 
people the heart of why we were washing the cars and donating 
money.  The fact that Christ came to us to cleanse away our sin 
and guilt.º  This year, the car washes will be on Saturdays in July & 
August.  Small Group leaders who want to use this opportunity to 
do a meaningful project together should contact Pastor Mike @ 
833-5384-ext25 or email mwatson@grace-erie.org. 

Calling Small Group Members! 



An Observation by Annie Watson 
I like to wa tc h people.  I remember one ªBlack Fridayº  when my husband , Mike, and  I were new parents 
in despera te need  of a  da te but with no ªgreenº  to bac k it up .  We dec ided  to go to the mall on the 
c raziest day of the year and  just sit and  do some peop le wa tching.  We had  the best time together while 
we made up  stories about the peop le we saw. 
 
Working a t the information c enter every weekend  has fulfilled  my peop le watching curiosity.  I stand  be-
hind  the desk, somewhat invisib le to many, and  wa tc h Grace people c ome and go.  You c an a lways tell 
the ª regula rsº .  They come in with c onfidenc e, know where they a re going, saying hi to their friends that 
they pass.  Then there is the guests.  They wa lk in with some trep ida tion, sometimes surp rised  by the warm 
ªGood Morningº  from our front door greeters.  They don' t know exac tly where to go and  often times 
c ome stra ight to the info desk for d irec tion, espec ia lly if they have kids in tow.  Everyone does their best 
to make them feel welcome.  I have guided  many families to their c hild ren' s c lassrooms and  felt a t ease 
knowing that the teachers would  make the new kids comfortab le.  This is the best c ase 
sc enario. 
 
Last Sunday I was wa lking through Fellowship  Ha ll during the c offee time.  I stopped  to 
ta lk to someone and  as we stood  there, I noticed  a  ta ll young man by the coffee ta -
b le, stand ing a lone.  He was wa iting for his c lass to sta rt and  was just killing  time.  He 
was hard  to miss, but missed  he was.  I wa tc hed as peop le walked  right by him with 
their c offee and  donuts, ob livious to his d iscomfort.  It made me c ringe; it a lso 
made me wonder how many times I have wa lked  the ha lls or stood  with a  
friend  while new a ttenders or guests a re stand ing by, left a lone to fend  for 
themselves.  I might not have been as sensitive that Sunday in Fellowship  Ha ll if 
I d idn' t know the young man, and  p robab ly would  have wa lked  right by him 

 - Another Saturday Night!  - 
 
In 1974, rec ord ing  a rtist Ca t Stevens re-
leased  the song Another Saturday 
Night.  He laments through the lyric s 
tha t he fac es another Sa turday night 
a nd  I a in’ t g o t nob od y...I ha ve no one 
to ta lk to...I’m in an awful way.   
 
Our Sa turday Nights a t Grac e c ouldn' t 
be further from the sentiment of tha t 
old  song.  Eac h week guests enter our 
doors and  experienc e, many for the first 
time, the power of Christian c ommunity, 

the truth of the sc rip tures and  the wonder of worship ing  God .  The most enjoyab le pa rt of the eve-
ning  for me is often the d isc ussions I am honored  to be a  pa rt of a fter the servic e.  Many a  Sa turday 
Night finds me sitting  in the Worship  Center long a fter the c rowd  has d ispersed  ta lking  with lingering 
guests about fa ith.  Just rec ently I sa t in a  c irc le with five peop le, one fa r from God , three d isc our-
aged  by their past c hurc h experienc e wondering  if Grac e c ould  mean a  fresh start and  one from a  
rad ic a lly d ifferent fa ith tha t d idn' t inc lude Jesus.  Wha t an experienc e interac ting  with these strang-
ers as they honestly wrestled  with the feelings the ea rlier servic e stirred  in their hea rts.   
 
Please pray for a ll our weekend  servic es!  Peop le c ome to eac h servic e looking  for answers and 
hop ing to be ac c ep ted  by the Grac e c ommunity.  Look for those newc omers and  take just a  mo-
ment to make them feel welc omed.  Pray for our Sa turday Night Teams.  Many of our team mem-
bers serve week a fter week with no b reaks bec ause they want to be a  pa rt of making the above 
mentioned  c onversa tions happen.   



Group  Publishing is releasing Pastor La rry Sha llenberger' s sec ond  book, 
Lead  the Wa y God  Mad e You: Disc overing  Your Lea dership  Style in Chil-
d ren' s Ministry this summer. The book is a  lighthearted  guide for c hild ren' s 
ministry p rofessiona ls and  volunteers to d isc over how God has wired  them 
for ministry. Ac cord ing to Larry, it' s vita l tha t child ren' s ministers bec ome 
both familia r and  comfortab le with the way tha t God  wired  them to lead . 
It' s only a fter tha t self-awareness takes p lac e tha t a  c hild ren' s minister c an 
lead  effec tively and  d isc over their p lac e in a  team of d iverse leaders. 
 
In writing  the book, La rry interviewed child ren' s pastors a t some of Ameri-
c as'  la rgest churc hes, such as Sadd lebac k and  Churc h on the Move, as 
well as ministers a t smaller c hurches—some even in our own Mideast Bap-
tist Conferenc e. In add ition to the interviews, La rry uses Bib lic a l c ase stud-
ies to introduc e readers to six leadership  styles—tha t every ministry needs, 
and  tha t no one person c an embody by him- or herself. 
 
The book is ava ilab le for sa le a t Christian bookstores, as well as Internet 
outlets suc h as www.barnesandnoble.c om, and  www.amazon.com . 

Serengeti Trek: A Wild Adventure for Every Child  
 
   Grac e Baptist will onc e aga in experienc e an ªExtreme Make Overº , as its quiet ha lls a re trans-
formed into an imagina tive p lay-world  for c hild ren. This June 20-24, Grac e will be transform into a  
wild , Afric an Serengeti.  
   Child ren will love this adventure theme as they sing high-energy songs, p lay teamwork-build ing 
games, nibb le Watering Hole Snac ks, take on a  da ily cha llenge to let God ' s love grow into their 
homes, experienc e elec trifying Bib le adventures, c ollec t Bib le Memory Budd ies to remind  them of 
God ' s word , and  c rea te Bib le Point Cra fts they' ll take home and  p lay with a ll summer.  
   Serengeti Trek is a  grea t event to invite neighborhood  child ren to. It' s a  9 AM- 12 PM day c amp that 
meets busy parents'  day c a re needs. Serengeti Trek is a lso jammed pac ked  with WOW! Experienc es 
that a re a  grea t first exposure to child ren' s ministry.  
   Registra tions a re free and  open to a ll child ren who have comp leted kindergarten to those who' ve 
finished  Grade 5. Preschool and  nursery a re only ava ilab le to c hild ren of volunteers. We' re asking you 
to partner in our goa l having an average a ttendanc e of 200 c hild ren a ttend ing the Serengeti. We' re 
p raying tha t Grac e Families would  invite the c hild ren in their neighborhood  to become ªwild  about 
Godº  a t our awesome VBS experience.  
   Provid ing a  sa fe and  wonderful experienc e for 200 child ren is going to require a  record  number of 
volunteers from Grac e. If you love child ren, have a  sense of adventure, and  a re ready to chanc e a  

Past or  Lar r y 's  Sec ond Book   
 - Released J une 2005 -  



As t he m ost  rec ent  add i t ion t o  t he Connec t ions Cafe Team ,  
p lease t e l l  us a  l i t t le  about  yourse l f  and your  fam i ly :    
My husband, Cleve, and I have been married 15 years and have lived in Erie  
almost 3 years.  We have 2 daughters, Chloe and Emma, and a golden retriever,  
Darby.  Our families live in Indiana and Kentucky.  We wish we lived closer to our  
families but we are content to be where God leads us.  In fact, we love Erie,  
snow and all (even in April??)!    
 

You're  a l ready very busy d i rec t ing Grac e 's  Wom en's  Min is t r ies.  
What 's  m ot ivat ed you t o  a lso vo lunt eer  a t  t he Cafe?    

It wasn't too long ago that I was new to Grace.  In fact, I've been new to a church  
6 times in the last 15 years (because of relocations).  I know firsthand how difficult it  

can be to get connected, even to warm, wonderful people like those at Grace.  I  
want to be on the front lines welcoming people to Grace!  I want them to know  
that people at Grace love them and are happy that they are here!  And, I want  

to share with them all the fantastic opportunities at Grace for them to  
connect, grow, and find real purpose for their lives.  

Diane Wright  J o ins t he Connec t ions Café Team ! 

T he Pur pose and Miss ion o f  t he Connec t ions Cafe:  

Ÿ � Every person matters to God & is loved by Him. 
Ÿ � God has given us a divine appointment/opportunity with 

each person that walks through the doors of Grace. 
Ÿ � Our interactions with people can have an eternal impact. 
Ÿ � The 1st and 2nd commandments are to love God and 

love others as we love ourselves.  The Kingdom of God 
is relationship-driven. 

Ÿ � As God has already modeled for us by sending His Son 
while we were still sinners, love initiates contact and is 
proactive.  

" God show ed us how  m uc h he loved us 
by sending His  one and only  Son int o t he 
w or ld so t hat  w e m ight  have et ernal  l i fe  
t hrough h im   This  is  real  love.  I t  i s  not  
t hat  w e loved God, but  t hat  He loved us 
and sent  h is  Son ... Dear  f r i ends, s inc e 
God loved us t hat  m uc h, sure ly  w e ought  
t o love eac h ot her ...But  i f  w e love eac h 
ot her , God l ives is  us  and His  love is  
brought  t o fu l l  ex press ion t hrough us."  

 Outreach is something that youth do in a  fun and  exc iting  way.  This summer holds many opportunities for youth 
to minister loc a lly and  in our reg ion as they hit the Big  App le.  A team of about 15 will be head ing to New York 
City a t the end  of July for New York Gospel Outreac h.  This will be a  life c hanging experienc e as they will have 
opportunities to share their fa ith with lost peop le on the streets of NYC.  They will experienc e God supernatura lly 
c hanging their lives and  the lives of those they ta lk to.  Students will spend  the week going to loc a l pa rks and  
historic a l a reas and  sharing the truth of Christ with peop le they meet.  It is an experienc e tha t will stretch the 
c omfort zones of a ll involved  and  teach students and  leaders the importanc e of reac hing out to those who a re 
seeking answers.  Students will a lso have the c hanc e to hear awesome speakers and  share powerful worship  
experienc es with hundreds of other teens from around  the c ountry.  Students will be c ha llenged  to p ray for lost 
people a t home and  a round  the world .  It will be a  week tha t will c hange lives and  hearts as they impac t New 
York City. 
 
 Also this summer The Deep  End  youth ministry of Grac e will be head ing to Henderson Church to partic ipa te in 
their summer youth p rogram.  They will have the chanc e to lead  Bib le stud ies, rec rea tion time, and  c ra fts a t a  
summer p rogram for the neighborhood  kids, in add ition to passing out meals.  It will be an awesome chanc e to 
make an impac t in the c ommunity.  They will be ab le to share their fa ith through interac tions with the kids and 
through their leadership .  Another grea t benefit to this experienc e is tha t the students in our youth ministry wa lk 
away ministered  to as well, bec ause they a lso lea rn a  grea t dea l about love and  c ompassion from interc ity kids. 
 

YOUTH M INISTRY REACHING OUT IN NYC 



 Praise the Lord that over $169,300 in new and in-
creased commitments have been made to the relo-

cation project with 44 families making first time 
pledges!  Many more are praying regularly for the 

project!  Thank you for your faith and sacrifice to 
generously invest in the future of God's work at 

Grace and for preparing the way for all the lives that 
are to come! 

If you have not yet made a commitment, pray and ask God  
how He would like you to respond.  You may return a commitment  
card any time through the offering or by mail.   
 

Number of individuals & families participating = 360+ 
Number of families at Grace = 400+ 
Giving/Pledge Totals: 
Total Giving as of 04/15/05:  $   700,973 
Pledges outstanding:                      + $   739,575 
Total cash & pledges =   $1,440,548 
Mortgage Sinking Fund    $    107,000 
Interest Earned            + $      11,419 
GRAND TOTAL =    $1,558,967 

 
Ways t o  Give: 
Several Grace families have experienced the benefits of making 
a non-cash gift to fulfill their Beyond Imagination commitments.  
Non-cash gifts provide a way to make a significant gift to the Re-
location Project without affecting your day-to-day budget.  There 
can be tax benefits to non-cash gifts as well.  Grace has estab-
lished a brokerage account to process these gifts.  Please con-
tact Jill Mintsiveris at the church office (ext. 29) with questions 
and/or to facilitate a non-cash contribution. 

 Non-cash gifts include: 
i � Stock (i.e. National Fuel, GE, Merck, etc.) 
i � Mutual Fund Shares 
i � Bonds 
i � Life Insurance 
i � Annuities 

Budget Coaching Ministry  
  
In the past year the Good  Sense Budget Coaching ministry has served  many Grac e families – from young 
c ouples just sta rting out to those more seasoned  in life.  Here' s an unsolic ited  testimony from someone 
helped  by this ministry: 

ª…While my budget c oac h enc ouraged  me, showing me tha t I d idn' t have a  spend ing p rob lem, 
she a lso  showed  me wa ys to  mana ge wha t I have and  keys to  freeing  up  money to  b e used  in 
o ther p lac es.  I look forwa rd  to  p lanning  w ith her and  lea rning  how to  make my money work for 
me.  Thanks so muc h for offering  this ministry.  It is teac hing  me how to be a  good  stewa rd…there 
is a  better way to hand le God ' s resourc es!º  

  
Confidentia l budget c oac hes a re ava ilab le to assist you with deb t reduc tion, p rioritizing financ ia l goa ls, 
budgeting, financ ia l acc ountab ility, and  more.  Move toward  financ ia l freedom.  Contac t Stewardship  
Direc tor Jill Mintsiveris a t 833-5384 ex. 29 or Beth Sahlmann a t 833-4316 for more information about this 



Relocation Update 
 
 
Land Development Plans Approved by McKean Supervisors 
On Tuesday, April 12, the McKean supervisors approved  our 
land  development p lan for the Grubb  Road  p roperty.  This was 
a  grea t first step in moving forward  without site work.  There a re 
still severa l outstand ing permits tha t a re in p rocess of being ap-
p roved .  Our p lans were delayed  during the change-over from 
our orig ina l eng ineering firm, Simmons and  Assoc ia tes, to the 
new c ompany who is working on our p lans Czop / Spec ter Engi-
neers.  We a re c urrently waiting for approva l from the Erie 
County Conservation Distric t, the DEP, and  McKean Township , 

on our storm water management p lans.  
 
  
Additional Ac reage Discovered on Grubb Road Property 
During the p lan approva l p roc ess for our pa rc el on Grubb  Road , our surveyor made a  wonderful d iscovery!  In-
stead  of owning 31 ac res on Grubb  Road , we ac tua lly own 40.23 ac res.  The orig ina l survey work that is re-
flec ted  on our deed  was incorrec tly c a lc ula ted .  The lot lines rema in the same as a lways, but the c orrec t c a lcu-
la tion is over 40 ac res. 
 
Key Dec ision Made to Move Forward with Construc tion Documents 
At the recommendation of the Construc tion team, the elders have dec ided  to move forward  with construc tion 
documents for our c urrent build ing footp rint.  We have g iven our a rc hitec t, Ha llg ren, Restifo, Loop , and  Caugh-
lin, the go-ahead  to move forward  with the deta iled  d rawings.  We have had  meetings with our Elec trica l de-
signers, our Plumbing designers, our HVAC designers, our Mec hanic a l systems designers, and  our Audio/ Visua l 
c onsultants.  All a re moving forward  with deta iled  p lans tha t will go out to competitive b id  in mid -June.  This will 
g ive us a  muc h more ac cura te p rojec t c ost number to work with.  
 
The leaders have a lso rea ffirmed  the dec ision to move forward  with the site work on our p roperty as soon as a ll 
nec essary permits a re in hand .  
 
Projec t Scenarios Announced at Weekend Services in March  
On the weekend  of Marc h 12-13, the leaders of Grac e c ame to the c hurc h with our first ma jor construc tion c ost 
update to da te.  Our desire is to keep  the congrega tion as upda ted  as possib le with current information.   
 
During that announc ement it was noted  tha t our current tota l c onstruc tion cost number is approximately $6.5 
million.  The orig ina l estima te was a lmost $8 million, but the 6.5 number was ac hieved  by 1) lowering the square 
footage of the build ing, 2) investiga ting potentia l phasing of phase one, 3) dec reasing the level of finishes in 
some a reas, and  4) build ing ªa lternate deduc tsº  into the d rawings tha t will a llow the build ing to be b id  with and 
without c erta in sec tions of the fac ility.  We rec ognize that this number is much higher than most of us were 
imagining.  The rea lity is tha t construc tion costs have gone up  as much as 30% in the last three years sinc e we 
d id  our orig ina l estima tes on this p lan.  The leaders of Grac e have a lso determined  a  minimum c ash-in-hand 
number of a t least $2 million in order to sta rt the build ing p rojec t.  This money could  come through the sa le of 
the build ing or through the generous dona tions of the people of Grac e. 
 
We a lso reported  during that announcement tha t our p rojec tion for tota l income to the p rojec t is $3.5 million.  
Our maximum debt-c apac ity as rec ommended by our financ e team is $2.5 million.  When the timing of the in-
flow of financ es is considered , we have come to the conc lusion tha t in order to sta rt the p rojec t within the next 
year, we need  a  million dolla r mirac le!  We need  to have a  million dolla rs of unexpec ted  money come to this 
p rojec t.   
 
We would  ask everyone who hasn' t p ledged  to this p rojec t yet, to p lease do so.  And  those who have made a 

By Derek Sanford 



Outreach to Mature Adults 

Outreach can take many forms. Some will think of outreach as knocking of doors, others as 
handing out tracks. But outreach can also mean taking the love of Christ outside the walls of 
the church building. 

 

That's what is happening at several of the senior living facilities in the community. For more 
than ten years now I have represented Grace at Western Reserve nursing home with a 
church service on the second Monday of every month. We will normally have 20 to 30 resi-
dents attend. They love to sing the old standard hymns of the faith, like ªHow great Thou Artº, 
and ªIn the Gardenº. Some will take a song book and I usually will go around and swap 
books with them to get them on the right page. Others refuse the song book because of poor 
eye sight, but they sing anyway. They remember the words. 

 

After a time of singing we share a message from scripture. There are several black women 
who attend. I sure enjoy their feedback to my preaching. Often times the message ends with 
a call to trust Christ for salvation. Several have prayed the prayer. 

 

The service at Schmitt Towers is a little different. The group is smaller, 6 to 8 and we sit 
around a table. But we still love to sing and share a word from the Word. This group is more 
inter active and it's a challenge to answer their remarks and keep on track. 

 

Then just last month we began a new ministry, a bible study at Niagara Village. Two of our 
regular attenders live there. They had a bible study in the past but the man who conducted it 
moved away. When Virginia Pados asked if we could start a study I was happy to respond. 
We have begun with I Corinthians. Virginia is anxious for us to get to the love chapter. We 
can all learn how to love one anther more. 

 

Each of these outreach opportunities demonstrates the love of God to mature adults who 
might not be able to get to church but are so thankful that they are not forgotten by the 
church. 

by Dick Page 
Pastor of  
Senior Adults 



At some point, you are likely to have a hospital experience.  We, at Grace, want to minister to you.  I want to 
give you a little guidance so we can touch your life at this time: 

 

x� Surgery:  Please let the church office know if you are scheduled for surgery—either in-patient or 
out-patient surgery.  Tell us the hospital, the time you need to be there, and the anticipated time of 
surgery.  Someone from staff will come to pray with you before your surgery. 

 

x� Admittance:  If you are admitted to the hospital for any reason, when you fill out your admittance 
form at the hospital, be sure to record that you attend our church.  We call the hospitals everyday 
and the hospital will then inform our office about your admittance.  And when staff and lay visi-
tors go to the hospitals and inquire, they will tell us you are there. 

The best thing to do is to call the church before you are admitted to the hospital.  If you 
can’ t do it before, then call us after your admittance from your room.  Otherwise, we may not 
know and miss an opportunity to minister to you during your hospital stay.  That’s something 
we never want to do. 

 

x� Emergencies:  The Pastoral Staff is committed to respond to emergencies.  If someone can call the 
office or a pastor at home after hours, we’ ll be sure to get someone to the hospital to pray and be 
with family during this acute time of need. 

 

x� Bulletin:  Once we know you are in the hospital, we will automatically list you on our office white 
board, the bulletin, and the CareLine.  We want people to be praying for you. 

 

x� Privacy:  We know that some of you are more private than others.  When you call the office, you 
can tell us how narrow you want the knowledge of your situation to be.  We will respect that.  I 
strongly encourage everyone to let at least a pastor know about your situation.  I don’ t believe any-
one from our church should face an illness without someone from the church family knowing. 

 

x� Visitation:  Between the pastoral staff and lay visitors, we try to visit the hospitals at least five 
days a week.  When we come, we want to respect your situation.  Our visits will be appropriate to 
your condition.  We definitely want to encourage you and pray for you.  We want to be very sensi-
tive to your needs. 

 

x� Meals:  There are times meals following your hospital stay would be very helpful.  We try to an-
ticipate that and activate the meals teams.  In fact, the need may exist for a family while someone 
is in the hospital.  It’s helpful to us if you will express needs like this.  That will help us not to 
miss a need.  We don’ t want you to feel like you are imposing to ask. 

 

There are times we miss a person from Grace because of lack of information. 

We don’ t want that to happen.  So if you’ ll follow through with the above suggestions, we’ ll be able to pro-
vide pastoral care for everyone at Grace who has a hospital experience. 

 

  

When You Go to the Hospital 
Pastor Al Detter 



ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL 
CLASSES 

The summer is fast approaching.  When 
June c omes, some c lasses take a  b reak 
for the summer.  Some new and continu-
ing c lasses will begin in June.  We need  
to get a  few more p iec es in p lac e be-
fore we announc e them.  Watc h the 
bulletin. 

 

There will be no combined summer 
c lasses on spec ia l top ic s as we have 
done the past few summers.  We believe 
it' s best for c lasses to stay together. 

 

We a re trying to 
streng then the 
Sunday Sc hool 
ministry.  It' s a  
grea t p lace for 
people to learn 
the Bible and get 
to know people.  I 
would  like to see 

more and more peop le add  this fea ture 
to their Sunday morning worship  experi-
enc e.  We want to make it worthy of 
your time.    

 -Pastor Al  

SERMON SERIES—Sunday Mornings 
May will wrap up our series on Proverbs on Sunday morn-
ings.  The series is entitled “ W”  because each of the topics 
covered begin with ªwº.  Here's the May schedule: 
 
May 8—Women:  Why They Need Special Attention   
May 15—Whoever:  Relating to All the People in our Lives 
May 22—Work:  Avoiding the Extremes  
May 29—Wounds:  The Risk of Close Relationships   
 

SERMON SERIESÐ Saturday Nights  
justaskjim series 
April 30th----Extreme Religion: God's view of religion   
James 1:26-27 
May 7th---Playing Favorites:  Dealing with favoritism   
James 2:1-7 
May 14th---Expired Faith: Adding an action plan to revitalize 
your faith   
James 2:14-25 
May 21st---Watch Your Mouth: How we communicate can        
be life giving or deadly. 
James 3:1-12 
May 28th---Special Guest 
 

SERMON SERIESÐ JUNE 
Pastors Al, Mike, and Derek are still in the process of plan-
ning several exciting and relevant summer series.  The se-
ries topics will be announced in May. 

Youth Staffing Up-
date:  

Paula Watson, our Jun-
ior High Director, has 
agreed to serve in an 
increased role between 
now and the end of this 
ministry season. Grace 
offers it's heartful grati-
tude to Paula for step-
ping up and leading the 
Senior High during this 
transition time. As up-
dates on the search 
process become avail-
able, we will communi-
cate them to the 
church. 

SPECIAL EVENING 
OF MUSIC 

on May 29th at 6:30 in 
the Worship Center. 
Reg and Gretchen 
Dunneman will be pre-
senting a musical con-
cert that you will not 
want to miss. They sing 
a mixture of Country 
Gospel and classical 
music of faith. There 
will be a time of fellow-
ship following. 

 

 

SERENGETI TREK 

This June 20-24, Grace 
will be transform into a 
wild, African Serengeti.  

Serengeti Trek is a 
great event to invite 
neighborhood children 
to. It's a 9 AM- 12 PM 
day camp that meets 
busy parents' day care 
needs. Serengeti Trek 
is also jammed packed 
with WOW! Experi-
ences that are a great 
first exposure to chil-
dren's ministry.  

NEW WOMEN’S SUN-
D A Y  S C H O O L 
CLASS! 

Beginning June 5th, we 
will be launching a new 
women's class. Look 
for details to come. If 
you have questions in 
the meantime, contact 
D i a n e  W r i g h t 
dwright@grace-erie.org 

 

 

 

 




